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June  2018 

Eds. Please note that CRRC construction up-

dates are always available on the Cincinnati 

Museum Center website. You can get these 

updates by going to www.cincymuseum.org   

CSX Reactivates Chattanooga Hump 

Gary Klinefelter reports that CSX has reopened the 

hump at Chattanooga, closed after the E.H. Harrison 

reign. I assume they were having trouble getting trains 

in and out of the yard, causing service problems. Most 

big yards which sort cars by destination have humps, 

although the modern ones are expensive, with towers, 

switch machines, retarders and signals. The first hump 

I ever saw was the old B&O Brunswick, MD rider 

hump...no retarders, just a crew of brakies twisting 

hand wheels. That was in the mid 1940’s. 
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Cincinnati Railroad Club News 

July 6, 2018 

By Randy Krumm 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

PROGRAMS AT FUTURE MEETINGS 

 

August 2nd Cincinnati Railroading Through the Years - Jim Corbett 

 

Sept. 6th Sioux Lookout or Bust: Riding the Canadian - Jeff Hirsch 

TRIPS & EVENTS 
 

August 11th  Summerail at the Palace Theater in Marion, Ohio.  Check out www.summerail.com for 

  all the information you need to plan your visit. 

 

Fall Due to an extensive track work program on this particular line, the Ohio Rail Experience has 

canceled the Midland Flyer trip to Washington Courthouse they intended to run in October.  

ORE is exploring the possibility of running all-day trips to an alternate location.  In the 

meantime, we will explore alternatives for a Fall trip in case this doesn’t materialize. 

 

December 1st Annual Banquet at Cincinnati Union Terminal – celebrating our 80th Anniversary!                        

CLUB HISTORY VIDEO! 
 

Roy Hord is putting together a Club History Video to be shown during the evening of the Banquet, and 

needs your help!  If you have photos that you think should be included in this special video, please send 

them to Roy or bring them to the August meeting.  He can accept any format (print, slide or digital), and 

will only keep your photo long enough to make a digital copy of it.  He will then return your original, along 

with a digital copy for you to keep (if the original wasn’t already digital).  Roy’s email is rhord@fuse.net, 

Headlight & Markers - DELIVERY OPTIONS for 2018 
 

Just a reminder that only those members who paid the additional $12 when renewing their membership are 

now receiving the paper version via First Class U.S. mail. 

CRRC BOARD UPDATE 
 

 Bob Martin has resigned from the CRRC Board; we thank him for serving on the Board for almost six 

years, and leading the Club as President in 2017.  Bryan Cash was appointed to serve for the remainder of 

Bob’s term.   Please thank both of these gentlemen for volunteering their time and talent! 

If you are not receiving email messages from the club, please send a message to cincinnatirrclub@gmail.com 

http://www.summerail.com
mailto:rhord@fuse.net


 3 June 2018 

Amtrak News 
By Mike Weber 

Tower A Lease Update 
By Randy Krumm 

     Here is some good news for a change. Amtrak is offering 2 in a roomette this summer for the price of one. 

A flash sale, per say. Visit Amtrak.com or call 1 800-872-7245.  

 

     Local clerk Megan Walls has taken an Amtrak job in Toledo. We wish her well. Actually a good way to 

travel is the 6pm Greyhound to Toledo. Transfer to Amtrak to DC, or all of New York. It works well east-

bound or westbound. Greyhound and Amtrak share the Toledo station. The Subway sandwich shop is open so 

you can get a bite to eat. I have done this before. It works well. 

 

 
     We received the proposed Tower A Lease on June 5th from Jill Berkemeier, CFO/COO of the Cincinnati 

Museum Center.  Since that time, Randy Krumm had a phone conversation with her to gain an understanding 

as to the basis of the proposed rent amount, and Mike Weber and Mike Rief met with her to discuss the details 

of the proposed Lease.  In a nutshell, the Base Rent amounts for all leasable spaces in the building were deter-

mined and set by their Historical Tax Credit partner, Bank of America, and are non-negotiable.  There may be 

some flexibility with respect to other terms of the document.  The Base Rent exceeds the amount we have been 

able to consistently generate from combined Tower A Store and Donation revenue; in other words, if we were 

to accept this lease 100% of Store and Donation revenue would be consumed by the Base Rent alone, and ad-

ditional provisions in the lease would require that we dip into the RR Club Foundation’s assets.  Utilization of 

these assets would increase if our revenue declined, and also as the rent increases each year based on CPI (also 

part of the Lease).  Frankly, all of the Club’s Board is very concerned about taking on the risk of accepting this 

agreement; some feel it is worth the risk, others do not.  We are going to continue conversations with Ms. 

Berkemeier, and a few members of the Board will be meeting with an Associate Member of the Club who has 

been very involved in the entire Museum Center renovation project.  We are hoping he will be able to provide 

additional insight into ways the Club might be able to make this work. 
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The Chessie Steam Special 1977-78—Forty Years Ago 

By Father Dale Peterka 

June 2018 

     As we look back on our calendars, we always 

seem to mark the late 1950’s as the end of steam 

railroading in America. Steam engines, including 

the great coal-burning Mallets on the Norfolk & 

Western, had disappeared or were resting cold on 

sidings around the country awaiting the call to the 

scrappers. Railfans had either left the hobby or 

were busy count-ing rivets and louvers on the latest 

diesel units.  

     Well, not exactly. In 1959, the Reading Railroad 

ran the first of a series of annual excursions out of 

Philadelphia using a small collection of 4-8-4 steam locomotives that had been held in reserve when the diesels began 

arriving on the property. The last of these trips ran from Philly to Reading on October 17, 1964. In Reading, another set 

of cars had been awaiting their arrival. The trains were joined and proceded on to Milton, Pennsylvania, behind two 

Reading 4-8-4’s, #2100 and #2102.  

     In 1969, New York commodities trader, Ross Rowland, persuaded the Association of American Railroads to com-

memorate the centennial of the driving of the Golden Spike at Promontory, Utah, with a steam-powered excursion train 

to run from New York City to Salt Lake City. Among the engines that powered the train along the way were a specially-

painted GG-1 electric, a new 6900 horsepower Union Pacific Centennial, and recently restored Nickel Plate Berkshire 

#759. 

     Five years passed. In 1974, Ross Rowland circulated the idea of celebrating the 200th anniversary of the signing of the 

Declaration of Independence by putting together a train and visiting as many cities as possible before July 4, 1976. The 

train itself consisted of ten display cars carrying more than 500 treasures of Americana, including George Washington’s 

copy of the Constitution, the original Louisiana Purchase, Judy Garland's dress from The Wizard of Oz, Joe Frazier's 

boxing trunks, Martin Luther King's pulpit and robes, replicas of Jesse Owen’s four Olympic gold medals from 1936 

(one of which was stolen somewhere along the way), and even a rock from the moon. 

     The Freedom Train ran behind Southern Pacific #4449 in the western states. In Texas, they had their own engine, 

Texas & Pacific #610. In the East, the train was pulled by Reading 4-8-4 #2101. 

     The Freedom Train was in Cincinnati June 4 – 11, 1975.  

     The next anniversary to be celebrated was the sesquicentennial of the cornerstone on the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, 

July 4, 1827. (In early days, the rails were laid, not on wooden ties, but on granite blocks.) Rowland persuaded the Ches-

sie System, successor to the Baltimore & Ohio, to commemorate the great event by running steam excursions behind 

#2101 all over the former B&O system. 

     The Chessie Steam Special was a great success. In its first season, it carried nearly 20,000 riders on 46 trips. A second 

season was even more successful. Trips ran out of Cincinnati to Ashland, Kentucky, North Vernon, Indiana, Chillicothe, 

Ohio and one-way trips to Huntington (1977) and Chicago (1978). 

     For the winter 1978-79, the #2101 was stored in the ex C&O roundhouse in Silver Grove, Kentucky (across the river 

from Coney Island). It was there that the engine was severely roasted when the roundhouse burned on March 6, 1979. 

Today the engine has been restored as a static display at the B&O museum in Baltimore. Sadly, it has been stored out-of-

doors unprotected from the weather for the last thirty-five years. 

     A personal note: 

     I was a teacher at Elder High School in 1975 when a colleague, the geometry teacher, stopped me in the hall one day. 

“Are you going out to shoot the train today?” he asked. “The Train” was the American Freedom Train, which was sched-

uled to roll into town on the Penn Central line from Dayton that afternoon. We went. We saw. We photographed! The 

geometry teacher was a long-time member of the Cincinnati Railroad Club, Don  Patrick. 

     The next day, I saw my picture in the Enquirer! While I was taking movies of the Freedom Train, Enquirer photo-

grapher and CRRC member Dick Swaim was taking a picture of me!   
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(Chessie Steam Special, Continued from Page 4) 

Railfans photograph the Chessie Steam Special in the Cincinnati area in 1977, lead by Reading #2101 

************************************************************************************************ 

Tom in his 765 engine crew shirt and hat. 

                 Thomas Joseph Stephens, 87, of Arcanum, Ohio passed 

away on             June 7, 2018 at State of the Heart Care, Greenville, 

after a              courageous battle with cancer. He was born on Dec. 4, 

1930             to C.I. and Florence (Hathaway) Stephens in Arcanum. 

                 Tom was the vice-president, head sawyer and chief main-     

te            tenance officer of Stephens Lumber Company for nearly 53 

             years. He was very proud of the many inventions/patents he 

            developed while at the lumber company, but his greatest ac-

            complishment was supplying lumber for the renovation of the 

            battleship, USS Constitution (Old Ironside), docked in Bos-

            ton, Mass. He was also a member, past trustee, and head sawyer 

of the Darke County Steam Threshers, member of the Fort Wayne Railroad Historical Society and for many years 

was the engineer, fireman and chief mechanical officer of Fort Wayne’s infamous steam engine, Nickle Plate Road 

#765. In addition, he was a member of the Garst Museum, Arcanum Wayne Trail Historical Society, and several 

other railroad historical societies. He was also in the United States Navy from May 1949 – May 1957. 
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June 2018 Meeting Program—Cincinnati And Beyond 

By Father Dale Peterka 

 

The program for the June meeting of the Cincinnati Railroad Club featured the forty-year-old slide collection 

of E. Donald Smith. Presenter and projectionist was member Chris Mayhew, although Mr. Smith was sitting in 

the front row and offered lots of background to the images on the screen. It was a unique experience to see his-

tory from the south side of the river! Living in Ludlow, Mr. Smith had a front-row seat for the activities of the 

Southern Railway and the Norfolk Southern in the last decades of the 20th century. On the screen were images 

of our old friend, #4501, in Southern passenger green and in classic black, as the engine had been repainted for 

the 1971 movie Fools Parade. Also seen were fan engines #610 and #2765. Lots of diesels, of course, in good 

old Southern black with gold and silver stripes, especially the old SD-24’s working on Erlanger Hill. Engines 

#2101 and #614 were there too, although they were passing through Covington, and not Ludlow. Boxcars by 

the bunch. And open autoracks! In one scene, we even caught sight of Don Patrick’s red VW beetle! An enjoy-

able look at the past. 

************************************************************************************************ 

     A last remnant of the Old West , dusty and trail worn, has rumbled into silence for another season. New 

Mexico’s only Surviving big trail herd ended a week long , 70 mile trek as it arrived at this Santa Fe railway 

railhead from the  FARR Cattle Co. ranch on the southern end of the state’s San Agustin plains . Surrounded 

by seasoned cowboys,  500 head of cattle appeared out of a dust cloud in this semi-arid hill country and were 

herded docilely into the Magdalena stockyards.  

     A 16 car Santa Fe railway train loaded the herd Friday for shipment to distant markets, thus ending for an-

other year a western tradition maintained for nearly 50 years by rancher George  D.  Farr of Datil. Farr, who 

began the drives in 1916, says drives will continue as long as his sons are alive. While Farr’s ranching neigh-

bors move their big herds by truck, he maintains that the traditional method saves money although it may take 

more time and is harder work. Besides, he says, the cattle don’t lose valuable weight because they can graze 

along the trail.  

         Farr, still one of New Mexico’s largest ranchers with 144,000 acres near Datil, recalls those by-gone 

days, he points to a distant purple point on the horizon and says, “you could see over there. When we used to 

come down that hill with our herd, there’d be so many trail herds on the plains, we couldn’t tell where our 

chuck wagon was.”                

Farr’s Traditional Trail Drive “Rolls em” Again 
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The Spirit of Urbana 
By Jack Clock 

     The recently chartered Ohio Rail Experience, part of the Cincinnati Railway Company, ran two excursions 

this past Memorial Day Weekend from Washington Courthouse to Urbana called “The Spirit of Urbana”. The 

train came up the DT&I, then onto the former Erie Dayton Branch to Urbana at the Maitland Interlocking, and 

then dropped down onto the ex PRR Panhandle /Conrail Bradford Line to the PCC & ST.L Depot on Main St. 

With the exception of some Amtrak reroutes in the 1970’s this is the first passenger train on these rails since 

the 1960’s. The Bradford Line was abandoned and torn up in the 1980’s, the section the train is on dead ends 

on either end of the city and is only accessible from a connection to the I&O’s Urbana Sub. The power for 

these trips was the Lebanon Mason & Monroe Railroad’s CRC 901 (GP30) and CRC 55 (GP7). The CRC 901 

is former Nickel Plate Road. CRC 55 is the former Chesapeake & Ohio.  

     We rode the train on Sunday May 27, 2018. Our group included my son Chris and wife Doris, And Gary 

Skora and his son Andrew. There were 8 cars in the consist, along with the 2 locomotives mentioned above. Of 

the coaches on the trip 2 were air conditioned and the rest were open air cars. Our group was in car #101. This 

was a passenger coach built for the Delaware, Lackawanna and Western Railroad in 1930. These historic rail 

cars have very unique vintage charm. A neat feature of this coach was the ability to reverse the seat backs so 

you can always be looking forward to see where you going, instead of seeing where you have been.  

     Coaches 101-104 were originally built in partnership between the Pullman Company in Chicago and the Ed-

ison Corporation. These Cars did not require a locomotive because each car was self-propelled by four 3000-

Volt, 230-horsepower DC electric motors, receiving electricity from overhead catenary wires. Thomas Edison 

himself helped design the electric propulsion used, and the 83-year-old Edison was at the throttle on the train’s 

first run. Though each car was equipped with individual controls, two or more cars could be coupled together 

as a train and operated by a single engineer in the lead car. This was known as Multiple-Unit operation. 

     We had a familiar face chasing the train all day long. It was Jim Corbett, one of our long time Cincinnati 

Railroad Club members. The day before, he was actually working on the train trip. I think Jim will be in train 

heaven some day, when he passes away. 

      

     Sunday was a very warm and humid day. When we left Washington Courthouse it was not so bad. There 

was a two hour layover in Urbana and by that time it had become very warm. By 3:00 p.m. the temperature had 

reached 90 degrees. The return trip to Washington Courthouse was very hot. In addition to the temperature the 

pollen count was very high, as you could see the tree pollen floating in the air, and in our open window coach. 

Despite the warm weather, and my allergies bothering me, I had a good time, as well as everyone else in our 

group. I will probably ride it again in the fall.  
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A Visit to Sherman Hill and the Cheyenne Depot 

By Charles H. Bogart 

(Continued on page 9) 

     In 1995, Mary Ann and I rode Amtrak’s Pioneer over Sherman Hill, but we had never visited Sherman Hill 

by car. I laid out our 2017 visit to Sherman Hill, this time by car, using Google Earth and and a Wyoming At-

las & Gazetteer. I planned to approach Sherman Hill from Laramie and run east following the Union Pacific 

track to Cheyenne. What looked so easy using Google Earth and the Atlas/Gazetteer turned out to be anything 

but; roads that led from here to there on Google earth were fenced off or had signs posted reading “Private 

Road, Trespassers will be shot.”  

     In working my way from US 287 over to the Union Pacific track, I became somewhat disoriented and was 

thrilled when I stumbled upon a Union Pacific Signal Gang working trackside. One saving grace was that as I 

pulled up to them, the one and only Union Pacific train we were to see at Sherman Hill thundered by. Yes, we 

arrived as Union Pacific was shutting down for a four-hour signal upgrade of the line.   

     After explaining my predicament to the Signal Gang, their foreman informed me that he was heading over 

to check on his other work crew and I could follow him over to Monument Road. The next 20-minutes saw 

Mary Ann and me driving at 60 MPH along railroad right-of-way, over hills, on roads marked No Trespassing, 

past wildlife and cattle, and through clouds of dust as I attempted to follow our Union Pacific guide. Mary Ann 

spent the entire time shouting, “Slow down!  Look out!  The car is going to be destroyed! We are going to skid 

over a hill or into a ditch or, even worse, turn over and roll down a hill and we will never be found.” All in all, 

this drive would have been a fitting feature in a Chevrolet television ad touting “A Tahoe can go anywhere.” 

No ride at Kings Island could touch our ride across Wyoming to Monument Road. Our guide informed us 

when he stopped at a railroad grade crossing that we were now on the top of Sherman Hill, at least as far as 

Union Pacific was concerned, and the Ames Brothers Monument was a couple of miles up the road.  

     After taking some photos at what we were told was Union Pacific’s Sherman Hill, we drove north over 

Monument Road, a dirt road, to the Ames Brothers Monument. This monument is a large stone pyramid de-

signed by Henry Hobson Richardson to honor brothers Oakes Ames and Oliver Ames, Jr., Union Pacific Rail-

road financiers. When built in 1882, the Ames Monument marked the highest point, 8,247-feet, on the then 

route of the transcontinental railroad. The monument is a four-sided, ashlar pyramid, 60 feet square at its base 

and 60 feet high. The monument is constructed of a light-colored native granite. However, since 1882, Union 

Pacific has twice relocated its track further south from the Ames Brothers Monument for an easier grade over 

the hill. Today no Union Pacific rail can be seen from the monument, and the town of Sherman, that was once 

co-located next to the monument, is now a ghost town.  

     It was an easy 2-mile drive north over Monument Road to I-80. When we reached I-80, Mary Ann explod-

ed. I was shocked at the words she, a good Catholic girl, used to describe me for putting her through that near-

death ride over Wyoming landscape when we could have reached the Ames Brothers Monument in 10-minutes 

instead of spending an hour wandering all over creation. I told her to calm down and just imagine all the sto-

ries she could tell once we got back to Frankfort. This reignited the flame. Oh well, such is married life.  

     I gave up trying to follow the Union Pacific track to Cheyenne after reaching I-80 and instead just took I-80 

east. From the interstate we could see Union Pacific trains sitting on the track waiting to roll west once the Sig-

nal Gang was done working.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pyramid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Hobson_Richardson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oakes_Ames
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oliver_Ames,_Jr.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_Pacific_Railroad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_Pacific_Railroad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashlar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Granite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ghost_town
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(A Visit to Sharman Hill...Continued from Page 8) 

(Continued on Page 10 

 

     In Cheyenne, just after 3:00 PM, we stopped at their 1886/87 Union Pacific Passenger Depot. This magnificent 

Victorian building is the crown jewel of downtown Cheyenne. When we rode Amtrak’s Pioneer from Seattle to 

Denver, the train did not stop at this Depot but instead at an Amshack located at Borie, 10-miles west of Cheyenne. 

When built, the Cheyenne Depot housed both a passenger station and Union Pacific offices.  Today the depot 

building is home to Accomplice Beer Company and the Wyoming Railroad Museum. The museum is open from 

10:00 AM to 5:00 PM. We visited both facilities and found both worth visiting. 

     The Wyoming Railroad Museum’s focus is the Union Pacific Railroad. Its first floor tells the history of Union 

Pacific Railroad while the second floor contains a scale model of Union Pacific’s Wyoming rail operations, and a 

trackside viewing area. Cost to visit the museum was $7. The historical timeline of Union Pacific Railroad housed 

in the museum along with associated artifacts is outstanding. The model railroad layout gives one a nice visual clue 

to the terrain the railroad runs through in Wyoming. The trackside viewing area consists of a floor to ceiling win-

dow 20-feet long. There are also six chairs to sit in. I was disappointed that the viewing area did not have a com-

puter display of the immediate rail line nor did they have a radio scanner in operation. The view was of Union 

Pacific’s four mainlines immediately adjacent to the viewing area, with a locomotive service area off to the left, 

and the Yard to the right.   

     A stream of east bound freight trains soon had all four tracks filled as they were finally given permission to head 

east with the Signal Gang’s work completed. During my 45-minute stay in the trackside viewing room, at no time 

were there less than three of the tracks next to the viewing area occupied with trains trying to head east. While in 

the viewing area I talked with a former Union Pacific Yard Clerk who now volunteered at the museum and visitors 

from Canada, California, Missouri, and Utah. All were dye in the wool Union Pacific raconteurs. Mary Ann had 

informed me when we reached the Cheyenne Depot parking lot that she had had her daily fill of Union Pacific for 

the day and would remain in the car reading a book.  However, she was willing to have a beer at the Depot brewery 

before we looked for a motel. 

This is the location where we found the Union Pacific Railroad Signal Gang. The dirt road on this side of the train is the 

road from where we would start our “adventure” following the Union Pacific Signal Gang foreman to Monument Road. 

In the next photo on the left-hand side can be seen the road we were driving on when we reached the track. In both pho-

tos are UP 7853, a GE C45ACCTE; UP 4797, a GM SD70M; and UP 4706, a GM SD70M. 
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(A Visit to Sharman Hill...Continued from Page 9) 

This is where our Union Pacific guide left us after us we were looking at the Union 

Pacific crest of Sherman Hill. The Ames Brothers Monument was on the left 

See photo description from previous page 
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(Continued on Page 12) 

(A Visit to Sharman Hill...Continued from Page 10) 

Reliefs of the two brothers as seen on the west and east sides of the monument. Both face south 

toward where the track used to run 
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(A Visit to Sharman Hill...Continued from Page 11) 

(Continued on Page 13) 

The Cheyenne Depot from the street side. The brewery is on the left and the museum on the 

right. The center section is used for events. 

A view from the railfan viewing area. 



 13 June 2018 

(A Visit to Sharman Hill...Continued from Page 12) 

This page includes several photos taken from the trackside area of the Cheyenne Railroad Museum. 
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John Biehn’s Steam News  

Courtesy of Jim Corbett 

John Biehn’s Steam News  

Courtesy of Jim Corbett 

(Continued on Page 15) 

     Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge RR News...The D&SNGRR announced June 12 that it is prolonging the sus-

pension of its coal-fired steam train passenger service through at least June 30. The railroad made the decision after thor-

ough consultations with fire-fighting personnel and government agencies regarding current fire, drought and weather 

conditions. This news was brought on by the current wildfires in the Durango area. As the company stated in previous 

announcements, Durango Train guests whose coal-fired steam train passenger service excursions are canceled as a result 

of this extended suspension, will receive full, immediate and automatic ticket refunds. The D&SNGRR, in conjunction 

with local agencies, authorities and other leaders of the community, continues to evaluate the feasibility of launching 

limited-range diesel locomotive passenger service later in the summer, once it is safe to do so. After these plans are fully 

determined, the railroad will publicly announce all relevant details including fares, schedules and itineraries associated 

with this new passenger service. In the meantime, the company encourages Durango area travelers and impacted passen-

gers to visit the D&SNGRR depot for scheduled railyard tours and free museum admissions.  

     Mt. Rainier Railroad & Logging Museum News...American Heritage Railways Inc, the country's premier tourist 

rail operator and parent of the Mt. Rainier Railroad & Logging Museum and the Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge 

Railroad, announced on June 7 that it was suspending all Mt. Rainier passenger service and special events through Au-

gust 3, 2018, due to the long term operational and financial impact posed by the current 416 Fire in Durango on the 

D&SNGRR's overall business. The Mt. Rainier's inaugural Train to Table event scheduled for Friday evenings in August 

has been canceled for the year.  The Mt. Rainier's Logging Museum in Mineral, Washington will remain open limited 

hours during this time. Located at Elbe, Washington, the Mt. Rainier will resume passenger service in early August to 

accommodate families still travelling on summer vacations, and other guests interested in the railroad's rich logging and 

pioneering histories. In addition to conserving financial and human resources, the MRRR will also utilize the next sever-

al months to  plan, execute, and promote its highly anticipated slate of popular fall special events. "We remain fully 

committed to the long term vibrancy and sustainability of the MRRR, and to providing Pacific Northwest travelers with 

a unique, enjoyable and affordable family friendly travel experience that combines the state's facinating pioneering and 

logging histories with the unparalleled beauty of the Cascade forest," said Allan Harper, company founder, chairman and 

CEO of American Heritage Railways. This announcement follows D&SNGRR's extended suspension of its coal fired 

steam train passenger service through at least June 30 after extensive consultation with local authorities regarding their 

progress in containing the 416 Fire. "Given the severity of the 416 Fire and the projected effects of this tragic fire on the 

Durango community and American Heritage Railway's multi-faceted business portfolio, we are carefully auditing all 

corporate assets at this time to determine where constructive changes in strategy, operations, and cash flow can be 

made," added Harper. "It is our sincere hope this thorough evaluation reveals opportunities which the corporation can   

leverage to make each property as healthy and viable as possible for the future," he said.  

     Steam Engine Returns To Service...Last month, the Maine Narrow Gauge Railroad Company and Museum located 

at Portland, Maine held a Steam Fest event that celebrated the return to service of the two foot gauge steam locomotive 

Brigton & Saco River No. 7. Built in 1913 by Baldwin Locomotive Works in Philadelphia, the locomotive had been un-

dergoing restoration since 2007. "We are truly excited to have No. 7 back in service. The full restoration of this heritage 

locomotive speaks volumes to the dedication and commitment of the volunteers, staff and contractors who worked tire-

lessly over a decade for this moment," said Executive Director Donnell Carroll. During the event both Bridgton & Saco 

River No. 7 and Monson steam locomotive No. 3 were in service. The event was very popular and well attended. "This 

event will become a staple in our operation. We last held a Steam Fest in 2003 and this begins the renewal of an annual 

tradition that will inspire and amaze visitors for years to come," Carroll said. No. 7 is a 2-4-4 Forney locomotive.  For-

ney is a type of tank locomotive.  

     Railroad Museum Acquires Locomotive. The Oakland, Maryland B&O Museum recently completed negotiations 

for the acquisition of a steam locomotive and tender. "It is an exciting time for the museum," Terry Helbig, the chairman 

of the museum stated. " We've been working for this for awhile, and we were able to do this fully with  private contribu-

tions. The locomotive acquired is the former Mississippian No.76. The steam engine is a 1920 Baldwin Locomotive 

Works locomotive formerly owned by the Michigan State Trust for Railway Preservation. As the locomotive was in the 

midst of an overhaul, it is currently in several pieces. That will make it easier to bring it to Garrett County" he said. " It 

will be delivered this spring in four tractor trailers and will be assembled and restored on the siding in front of the 

station. Because it won't be used for actual operation, a full restoration won't take place. Instead, efforts will focus 

on  making the locomotive cosmetically perfect as a display piece. "After it is cleaned up and reassembled, we will 
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paint it in black. After that, there will be several applications of clear coating-and it's going to shine." Helbig 

said.  At nearly a century old, the locomotive has a long history. This 2-8-0 type of steam locomotive was a 

common sight on the B&O Railroad. This particular unit though, has no B&O association. It was built for the 

Jonesboro, Lake City & Eastern Railroad in Michigan and was put into service as their No.40. Over the years 

it moved to the St. Louis-San Francisco Railway, the Mississippian Railway, Gettysburg Railway and others. 

(Thanks to Joseph Hauger, The Garrett County Republican via Tom Schultz)  

     Future Michigan Steam...The Steam Railroading Institute in Owosso, Michigan  

welcomed the arrival of the Chicago & North Western Railway No. 175 earlier this month. The 1908 R1 class 

4-6-0 made the 500 mile journey from the Keweenaw Peninsula and arrived at the institute on June 5. Built by 

the American Locomotive Company's Schenectady Works, the 175 hauled both freight and passenger trains in 

the iron mining territory of Michigan's Upper Peninsula and Wisconsin until the mid 1950's. It is the only 

C&NW locomotive in Michigan, and one of only three R1's in existence that was made available to SRI by its 

owner, Mineral Range Inc., operators of the Mineral Range Railroad in Ishpeming. In the summer of 2017, 

Kevin Mayer, SRI Chief Mechanical Officer, SRI board member Preston Claytor and Dan Pluta, contractor at 

Pro Services arranged a meeting and inspection of the locomotive. Negotiations and an agreement to purchase 

the locomotive later that year followed. The Steam Railroading Institute will now begin the restoration of the 

175 to operating condition through grants and private gifts.  

(Thanks to Brandon Champion, Michiganlive.com, via Farol Henkle)  

     Cheyenne Frontier Days Train...On July 21, the annual Denver Post Cheyenne Frontier Days Train will 

make its 7th  trip to Cheyenne since its revival. For passengers it is a chance to re-live the days on the frontier 

when a cowboy's skills were tested and everyone whooped it up until they were plumb whooped out! This 

year's special will be pulled by the famous 4-8-4 No. 844. The train will depart Denver at 6:30 a.m. sharp, 

with an arrival at the old Union Pacific  depot at 10:15 a.m. After a lunch buffet and rodeo, the train will de-

part for Denver at 5:00 p.m., with an expected arrival in Denver at 8:45 p.m.  Ride Behind Union Pacific 

844...The Union Pacific Museum Association will host a special passenger trip with historic Union Pacific 

equipment July 22 from Denver to Cheyenne The train will be pulled by  4-8-4 No. 844. All proceeds generat-

ed by this special will benefit the UP Museum Association. This is an excellent opportunity for the general 

public to experience the glory days of passenger travel on beautiful Union Pacific equipment. The trip is one 

way with bus return. Here are two interesting items to know before you go. All coach passengers must de-train 

at Greeley, Colorado. Dome, Premium and Private car passengers de-train in Cheyenne. Complimentary bus 

transportation will be provided in Greeley and Cheyenne. Train tickets are available at www.uptraintx.com 

Prices range from $250-$500 each.  

     Conway Scenic Steam Update.. The Conway Scenic Railroad states that their 1921 steam engine will be 

out of service for the 2018 season while they continue to perform a major federally-mandated inspection and 

overhaul. The work is taking place at their roundhouse with the aid of a specialized contractor. Once complet-

ed, locomotive 7470 will be ready to run for another 15 year cycle.  Locomotive 7470 is the very first locomo-

tive that Conway Scenic owned and operated and it is the only coal fired standard gauge steam locomotive 

that operates in the state of New Hampshire. The railroad knows that  this engine is special in the hearts of 

many who come to ride their railroad. Look for the 7470 to return in the Spring of 2019. Locomotive 7470 

was built by the Grand Trunk Railway at Pointe-Saint-Charles in 1921. Grand Trunk classified the 0-6-0 

switcher as F9 Class and numbered it 1795. When the Canadian National Railway absorbed Grand  Trunk in 

1923,they reclassified it as an 0-18-A  and renumbered it 7470. After retirement on the CN, the engine es-

caped scrapping by being sold to Canada Dominion Sugar...where it spent some additional years switching. 

No. 7470 was then purchased by Dwight Smith who helped start the Conway Scenic in 1974. Locomotive 

7470  was again renumbered as Conway Scenic No. 47 and was the railroad's only locomotive in its earliest 

years. The number 7470 and the CN paint scheme returned in 1988.  

(Thanks to Conway Scenic Railroad)  

 

https://twcc.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.uptraintx.com&hmac=df8204bd727ce6801a70e5e425da294e
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     The next regular meeting of the Cincinnati Railroad Club will be held at 7:30 p.m. on August 2, 

2018 at Harmony Lodge, 646 East Epworth Avenue, Winton Place. Jim Corbett will present a show 

on “Cincinnati railroading through the years”. Not to be missed. For more information go to 

www.cincinnatirailroadclub.org.  

     CSX derailed several tanks of propane near Princeton, IN on the old C&E line causing a fire and 

evacuation of nearby homes. No injuries; cause is under investigation, 

     BNSF derailed 33 oil tanks at Doon, Iowa on the old GN main, dumping 230,000 gallons of tar 

sands crude into the already swollen Little Rock River. BNSF is trying to figure it out; possibly due 

to weaken substructure. 

     There is sure to be much discussion on our return to the Tower this summer; don’t miss the meet-

ings and let your voice be heard...see you there...Jim 


